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Year of the (Barbequed) Pig

(FREDERICKSBURG, Va.) – 2007 is going to be a big year for pork.  Chinese government officials are preparing for an expected surge in the birthrate as parents try to have a child during one of the most auspicious years in the Chinese Zodiac calendar, the Year of the Pig, which began February 18.  Entrepreneurs are also anticipating great business growth during this astrologically lucky year.

One business set to grow this year is Virginia Barbeque, a quick-service barbeque franchise that serves authentic southern barbeque with a focus on speed and value.  While the franchise owes a lot of its success to the power of pork, it is from the proprietary cooking process and not an astrological sign.

“Real barbeque must be wood-smoked and not everyone does that.  We do.  Our 12-hour smoking process uses all hard wood in a rotisserie smoker. It is then hand-pulled to remove all the fat. Our barbeque is astonishingly lean with a great smoky flavor,” explained founder Richard Ivey, a Certified Executive Chef with more than 25 years of experience in the restaurant industry.  “This is all done off-site in a federally inspected smokehouse so customers always get the same high level of quality, and franchisees don’t have to hire skilled pit masters, pay for high dollar cooking equipment or expensive kitchen space. Producing barbeque is what we did best from the beginning, and this way we took the hard part out of the barbeque business.” 

The Virginia Barbeque business model has attracted seven franchisees since it started franchising in 2004, with more restaurants scheduled to open.  Carol and Eddie Williams will open a location in Tappahannock, Va., by May 1, 2007.  U.S. Army Master Sergeant (ret.) and franchisee Greg Cassius, who purchased his franchise through the assistance of the VetFran program, receiving a $5,000 discount off of the $20,000 initial franchise fee, will open his restaurant in Newport News, Va., just outside Fort Eustis in Newport News.
###

Editor’s Note:
JPEGs available upon request.  To learn more about Virginia Barbeque, visit www.virginiabbq.com
